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first, so as to dry out the slight amount of moisture that is usually
present, and then they can be painted over with, or dipped.in, cold
armalac.
" Armalac dries quicker than any other compound, but it does
not dry brittle. Every particle of liquid leaves the layer of ar-
malac in less than thirty minutes, but the film remains permanently
plastic, though not sticky. This plastic quality is not because of
the presence of slow-drying oils ; they are not permanently plastic,
and armalac is. Frequently electricians have unsuccessfully tried to
bake armalac hard.
" It will be noticed, probably, when painting, that armalac
apparently goes right through the cotton covering and hardly shows
on the outside. This is as it should be, since it practically insulates
the copper itself, but by giving it another coating you can also fill
up the cotton and make it practically a double insulation. It will
usually be found in armatures insulated with shellac, that the tape
becomes very brittle and tears like paper ; this, however, does not
occur when armalac is used, as it has no tendency to this dis-
ruptive effect.
" Former wound coils are preferably treated by being dipped in
armalac, and then suspended either for a short time in a drying
stove or for, say, half an hour to one hour in the air, and they can
then be bent and driven into place without any scaling off of the
insulation.
"This plasticity enables the films of the compound between
layers of wire to come and go with the expansion, contraction, and
vibration of the windings of a coil without powdering or
mechanically losing their initial resistance, and armalac is the
only compound known to-day which permanently retains this first
requisite of good insulation.
" In several works cotton-covered wires are passed through a
bath of armalac, and then are dried mechanically by passing either
through a warm tube or through a chamber with several small fans
causing a draught, which promptly dries off the petroleum naphtha,
and it can then be used at once for various purposes. For ordinary
uses armalac maybe applied exactly the same as shellac or varnish,
but, as before mentioned, it requires far less baking. If armalac
should seem too heavy in body for any particular purpose (it is